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Tuesday 1 September  |  Week 8, Term 3  

Principal News…  

TEACHER AIDE  
APPRECIATION WEEK  
This week is an opportunity to recognise and thank 
our incredible teacher aides. Their dedication, care, 
patience, and support make a significant difference in 
the lives of our students every day. Thank you  to our 
teacher aides for the vital role they play in helping 
every child learn, grow, and succeed.  

Thank you to our teacher aides for all that you do 
every day at Albany Hills State School.  

 

FATHERS’ DAY  
A big thank you to Lola and the many volunteers who have given their time to make this week’s Fathers’ 
Day Stall such a special experience for our students. Your support is greatly appreciated. To all of our dads, 
grandfathers and father figures, I wish you a wonderful Fathers’ Day on Sunday. 

 

SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY  
We look forward to one of the highlights of our school year, the School Cross Country, this Thursday. Our 
students have been training hard and showing great determination in preparation for the event. We look 
forward to seeing their efforts rewarded as they challenge themselves, support one another and enjoy a 
fantastic day of participation and achievement. 

 

STUDENT FREE DAY  
A reminder that this Friday, 4 August, is a student free day for all Queensland state schools. We look 
forward to welcoming students back to school on Monday.  

 

Chris Hansen  
Principal 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

1-4 Teacher Aide Appreciation 
Week 

1-17 Parent-Teacher Interviews 

1-2 Fathers’ Day Stall 

2 Junior Assembly 

3 P-6 Cross Country 

4 Student Free Day  

8 Senior Assembly 

9 Junior Assembly 

10 R U OK Day 

10 Year 2 Incursion 

12 Uniting Church Fete 

13 Cut off date for Tuckshop 
Meal Deal Orders 

15 Hills Got Skills Showcase 

17 Tuckshop Meal Deal Day 

18 Free Dress Day 

19-5 School Holidays 

OCTOBER 

5 King’s Birthday Public 
Holiday 

6-7 Creek2Hills Intermediate 
Music Workshop 

6 No Senior Assembly 

7 No Junior Assembly 

12 Prep & Year 1 Swimming 

13 Year 2 & 3 Swimming 

13 Instrumental Music 
Excursion 

13 Senior Assembly 

14 Performing Arts Excursion 

17 Triva Night for Chaplaincy 

  

  

  

https://albahillss.eq.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/AlbanyHillsStateSchool/
https://albahillss.eq.edu.au/Ourschool/Contactus/Pages/Contactus.aspx


Deputy Principal News…  

2027 BOOK LISTS   

We are pleased to advise that we will using Jaybel Office Choice for the 2027 back to school 
packs.  

Please ensure that your child has everything listed on their year level book pack list to start 
the 2027 school year. (You can access the list on 
https://jaybel.officechoice.com.au/booklists and follow the instructions below) 

• Ordering is fast, secure and convenient. Simply visit 
https://jaybel.officechoice.com.au/booklists Enter your school code and password 
then follow the easy ordering steps. 

• AHSS School Code: BTSAH001 & Password: AH2027. 

• If you prefer not to order online, please call the Jaybel booklist team on  
3423 5888. They will assist you with placing your order and taking payment over 
the phone. 

 

Important information regarding your delivery 

• Order before 11 December 2026 for FREE delivery, orders placed after this date will 
incur a delivery fee of $9.95. 

• Please note that all orders will incur a packing fee of $2.95 (incl. GST). 

• Deliveries will commence on or before 1 December 2026. Orders are shipped with 
Authority to Leave and do not require a signature on delivery.  

• Once the order has been dispatched you will receive an order tracking number via 
email. 

• To ensure your packs are delivered prior to school starting, please order before 5 
January 2027 

• For assistance with the website, your order, delivery information, or a general 
enquiry, please contact Jabel: sales@jaybel.com.au or call 3423 5888. 
 
 

Steve Wiedman 
Beth Henderson 
Jodie Farley 
Deputy Principals 

 

 

SILVER TICKETS  
Congratulations to our recent Silver 
Tickets winners.  

Emily PLS 

Harrison PLS 

Zoe PME 

Mia 1SS 

Elaina 3SL  

Harvey 3SL  

Oliver 3SL  

Eva 4NP 

 

 

 

https://jaybel.officechoice.com.au/booklists
https://jaybel.officechoice.com.au/booklists
mailto:sales@jaybel.com.au
https://www.harcourtssolutions.com.au/chloe-dath/


Sports News…  

WHOLE SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY  
This year’s Cross Country event will be held this Thursday 3 September for all years, Prep to 
Year 6. 

It will also be a fundraiser for the school’s Chaplaincy program which will allow Chappy 
Rachael to continue supporting children and families in our school community. The 
fundraising aspect has no bearing on the results of, or participation in the Cross Country. 

Details of the program are included below. Students who finish in the top 10 positions will 
receive a ribbon. 

Years 3-6 are in the morning, Preps- 2’s in the middle session and then everyone out to see 
the relay in the afternoon. 

Please wear your house colour shirt and remember to be sunsafe. 

 

Craig Gason 
HPE Teacher 

 

M & M CUP  
On Friday, the Albany Hills team 
won the third game of the M & M 
Cup against Patricks Road State 
School 23 to 7.  It was a great game 
with plenty of skilled netball 
players showing their stuff with 
some great tips and goals aplenty 
from both sides. Over the course of 
the three weeks we have seen the 
AHSS team show great sportsmanship and the PRSS team show some truly great 
improvement. 

Well done girls and thankyou to the friends and families who came and cheered us on! 

Miss Molineux 
6HM Classroom Teacher 

HOW TO REPORT 
SCHOOL ABSENCES  

 

 

 
 

Option 1  

QParents App 

Log your child’s absence through your 
QParents account via the mobile app.  

Need to register a QParents account? 

Contact the school office for more 
information: 
Phone: 3264 0777       

 

Option 2 

Email the school 

Email the school: 
studentabsences@albahillss.eq.edu.au 

  

Option 3 

Phone the absence line 

Phone the student absence line:   

3264 0760 

  

 

 

REQUESTS FOR  
INFORMATION FOR  
EXTERNAL PROVIDERS  
External providers offer a valuable service 
in supporting individual students who are 
referred to them. Support may include 
assessments, diagnostic decision-making 
and therapeutic intervention. 
Collaboration between key stakeholders, 
including schools, will result in more 
effective support for the student. As part 
of the external provider’s process of 
assessing needs and supporting students, 
schools may be requested to provide 
information regarding a student’s current 
presentation, progress, functioning and 
support needs. Given that the information 
involved is often of a sensitive nature and 
can rely on specific administration 
protocols, Albany Hills State School has 
adopted a best practice approach when 
responding to requests received from 
external providers.  

For all requests from providers for Albany 
Hills State School staff to complete tests, 
there will be an expectation, accompanied 
by parental consent, for a summary of 
results or a copy of the ensuing report to 
be provided to the school.  

Should you require staff to provide 
information to external providers, please 
complete the request form. Once this is 
received, you will be contacted by a 
member of the Student Support Team 
who will oversee the provision of the 
information requested.  

Zoe Elsworth  
Head of Student Support  

  

 

FORMS & DOCUMENTS  

Year 2 Incursion Due Now 

Intermediate Music Workshop 

Anastasia the Musical  

P-3 Learn to Swim  

 

 

PRIMARY SCHOOL 
TENNIS CUP  
Congratulations to our Albany Hills players 
who competed in the high-level Tennis 
Queensland Primary School Cup last week 
and did an exceptional job! 

Our players competed against some of the 
best primary school age players in 
Queensland and played with keen skill and 
displayed incredible sportsmanship 
throughout the event. 

 
 

mailto:studentabsences@albahillss.eq.edu.au
https://albahillss.eq.edu.au/supportandresources/formsanddocuments/documents/policies%20and%20procedures/parent%20requests%20for%20information%20and%20assessments%20for%20external%20providers.pdf
https://albahillss.eq.edu.au/supportandresources/formsanddocuments/documents/excursions%20and%20incursions/year%202%20step%20into%20history.pdf
https://albahillss.eq.edu.au/supportandresources/formsanddocuments/documents/music/intermediate%20music%20workshop.pdf
https://albahillss.eq.edu.au/supportandresources/formsanddocuments/documents/excursions%20and%20incursions/anastasia%20the%20musical.pdf
https://albahillss.eq.edu.au/supportandresources/formsanddocuments/documents/excursions%20and%20incursions/learn%20to%20swim.pdf


Library News…  
BOOK WEEK CREATIVE  
COMPETITION RESULTS  

 

WRITING 

P-2 

1st Finn W 1OH  

Highly 
Commended 

Mikayla R PME 

2nd Elliot G 2BK  

3rd Elle VH 1SS  

 

WRITING 

Yr 3-6 

1st Anya M 4SB  

Highly 
Commended 

James C 4AR 

2nd Sophia M 4AR  

3rd Wesley K 4SB  

 

ARTISTIC  

Prep 

1st Isabelle B PLH  

Highly 
Commended 

Jace P PSG 

2nd Georgia M  PKO  

3rd Harrison P  PLS  

 

ARTISTIC  

Yr 1-2 

1st Mila G  1MC  

Highly 
Commended 

Tommy S 1OH 

2nd Joelle T 2BK  

3rd Ava M 1MC  

 

ARTISTIC  

Yr 3-4 

1st Archer H 3LB  

Highly 
Commended 

Kailyn F 3SH 

2nd Elora H 3SH Lily A 4NP 

3rd Una F  3LB  

 

ARTISTIC  

Yr 5-6 

1st Esme S 6HM  

Highly 
Commended 

Natalia P 5/6MA 

2nd Charlie F 6HM  

3rd Harry N 6HM  

 
Please come to the library to collect your prize.  

 

CELEBRATING BOOK WEEK  
What a fantastic Book Week it has been! Our Book Fair, supported enthusiastically by the 
school community, was a highlight, along with the delightful twilight session featuring a 
Sausage Sizzle and Cake Stall. A special thank you goes to our incredible bakers and the 
parents who volunteered their time at the stalls throughout the evening.  

Thanks,  
Mrs Robertson, Mrs McCarthy & Mrs Ward. 

 

REQUESTS FOR  
INFORMATION FOR  
EXTERNAL PROVIDERS  
External providers offer a valuable service 
in supporting individual students who are 
referred to them. Support may include 
assessments, diagnostic decision-making 
and therapeutic intervention. 
Collaboration between key stakeholders, 
including schools, will result in more 
effective support for the student. As part 
of the external provider’s process of 
assessing needs and supporting students, 
schools may be requested to provide 
information regarding a student’s current 
presentation, progress, functioning and 
support needs. Given that the information 
involved is often of a sensitive nature and 
can rely on specific administration 
protocols, Albany Hills State School has 
adopted a best practice approach when 
responding to requests received from 
external providers.  

For all requests from providers for Albany 
Hills State School staff to complete tests, 
there will be an expectation, accompanied 
by parental consent, for a summary of 
results or a copy of the ensuing report to 
be provided to the school.  

Should you require staff to provide 
information to external providers, please 
complete the request form. Once this is 
received, you will be contacted by a 
member of the Student Support Team 
who will oversee the provision of the 
information requested.  

Zoe Elsworth  
Head of Student Support  

  

 

https://albahillss.eq.edu.au/supportandresources/formsanddocuments/documents/policies%20and%20procedures/parent%20requests%20for%20information%20and%20assessments%20for%20external%20providers.pdf


TRIVIA NIGHT  

 

 

When: Saturday 17 October, Doors open 
at 5:45 pm, Trivia starts at 7:00 pm  

Where: Albany Hills State School 
auditorium  

In aid of: Chaplaincy service at Albany Hills 
State School, Albany Creek State School 
and Albany Creek State High School. Come 
along and enjoy a night of fun!  

Cost: $20 a ticket. Tables of 10. Purchase 
your tickets online: 
https://brushfire.com/sua/TriviaNight/63
349 

 

 

3SH CROSS COUNTRY  

This Term 3SH has been working hard and earnt the reward of ‘Class Cross Country’. All 
students participated brilliantly with stellar performances from everyone. Congratulations 
to Charlie (1st), Lennox (2nd) and Aurelia (3rd) as well as Kailyn for the coveted ‘Kindness 
toward others award’. Each student took home a delicious chocolate medal for their efforts 
and will be keen to test their endurance at the upcoming AHSS Cross Country. 

 

 

Tuckshop News…  

TUCKSHOP MEAL DEAL DAY  

On Thursday 17 September, Tuckshop will have 
a Meal Deal Day menu. The standard Tuckshop 
menu will not be available.  

Pre-order via the Qkr! App. 

Orders cut off Sunday 13 September.   

First Break $9.00 
Choice of Chicken Strip or Mini Dagwood Dog, 
(Additional Chicken Strips or Mini Dagwood 
Dogs  can be added), 
Potato Gems, Mac & Cheese, Brownie, Choice 
of Drink.  

Second Break $7.00 
Choice of beef slider or mini Hot Dog, 
(Additional items can be added), 
Donut, Potato Crisps and Drink. 

Tash Boland 
Tuckshop Coordinator 
 

 
Uniform Shop News…  

2027 YEAR 6 SHIRTS  
Parents and carers of Year 5 students have been emailed a letter regarding the ordering of 
the 2027 Year 6 senior shirt. There are now sample shirts available in the Uniform Shop to 
try on for size.  

 

 

https://brushfire.com/sua/trivianight/636649
https://brushfire.com/sua/trivianight/636649


LOST PROPERTY TO BE CLEARED  
Any lost property will be cleared out at the end of Term 3 and all items will be disposed of 
or donated where possible. 

The lost property box sits outside the Uniform Shop during school hours and when the 
Uniform Shop is open. 

 

UNIFORM SHOP OPEN THIS SATURDAY  
The Uniform Shop will be open this Saturday 8:00—11:00 am.  

Our regular hours are:  

Monday 2:30 pm - 4:00 pm  

Tuesday 8:00 am - 9:30 am  

Thursday 8:00 am - 9:30 am  
 

Teal Gibbons  
Uniform Shop Convenor 

 

AHSS Staff…  

INTRODUCING ZENA (ZENEBECH) BUNGUL  
How long have you been working at Albany Hills State School? 

I have been working at Albany Hills State School as a cleaner for one 
year.  

You are originally from Ethiopia. When did you move to Australia? 

I arrived in Australia on 23 August 2000 on a humanitarian visa. Before 
coming to Australia, I spent nine years living as a refugee in Kenya. 

My story began in Ethiopia, where I owned a small coffee shop. It was 
there that I met my husband, who was fighting for South Sudan's 
freedom. We started our family in Ethiopia, but in 1991, war forced us 
to flee our home. 

At the time, I was seven months pregnant with our second child and 
we had a two-year-old son. We had to leave very quickly. Our journey 
to South Sudan took about a month on foot.  

Life in South Sudan was extremely difficult. For a month we had no food, no shelter and 
very few possessions. It was the rainy season, and the only protection we had was a small 
plastic sheet. Under that shelter, I gave birth to my daughter. We created a simple space for 
our family, but it was very basic. 

The Red Cross was able to deliver aid. However, because there was no airport and the rain 
made access difficult, food had to be dropped from planes. Unfortunately, some people 
were injured when supplies landed among the crowds waiting below. 

In May 1992, fighting escalated again in South Sudan. My daughter was nine months old 
and my son was three years old. My husband returned to the front lines, leaving me to care 
for our children.  

When the fighting began in our area, we had to run for our lives. We fled through the bush, 
carrying the children and trying to stay alive. A relative's son helped me with my three-year-
old while I carried my baby daughter. We ran for hours. We became lost and had very little 
with us. I had no shoes, and our feet bled as we ran. Along the way we passed injured and 
dying friends and family members. We could not stop because survival depended on 
continuing forward. 

Finding water was another challenge. We dug into the sand to reach water beneath the 
surface. It was gritty and dirty, but we were desperately thirsty. 

Eventually, we reached a nearby city. There, I sold some jewellery to buy food and water. 
We stayed until June 1992, when fighting spread into that area as well. Once again, we were 
forced to leave. 

Chaplaincy News…  
BRIDGE TO BRISBANE  
Chappy Rachael is again participating in 
Bridge To Brisbane this year to raise funds 
for our school Chaplaincy service.  She will 
be walking the 5km along with Mrs 
Henderson, Mrs O'Regan and Chaplaincy 
supporters.  It will be a fun morning! 

Sponsor the Albany Hills team here 

 

 

 

 

 

Music News…  
CHOIR PERFORMANCES  

Junior choir, Boys' choir and Senior Choir 
will be performing at the Uniting Church 
Spring Fair taking place at Albany Creek 
Uniting Church on Saturday, 12 
September, between 11:45-12:45pm. 

This is a beautiful community event and a 
wonderful chance for our young choirs to 
share their musical talents.  

Mandy Colen 
Music Teacher 

https://bridgetobrisbane26.grassrootz.com/su-australia/albany-hills-state-school-chaplaincy-su-australia?utm_medium=QR&utm_campaign=ShareWidget&utm_source=Grassrootz


Community News…  

 

 

During this journey, I met a ten-year-old boy named Jockb, who had lost his parents in the 
war. I took him in and cared for him as one of my own children. 

In July 1992, we arrived in Kenya and lived in a refugee camp. I remained there for nine 
years with my children and Jockb. My husband was able to visit us from the war zone in 
1993 and again in 1994. 

Sadly, that was the last time I saw him. I later learned that he had been killed during the 
fighting. 

After nine years in a refugee camp, my children, Jockb and I were given the opportunity to 
come to Australia. We arrived in August 2000 and began building a new life. 

Since arriving in Australia, my children have completed school and gone on to further study 
at university and TAFE. Jockb, whom I raised as my son, completed a degree in International 
Relations at QUT. He is now happily married and has three children of his own. 

I am very grateful to be in Australia. Giving back to the community is important to me, 
which is why we support people experiencing homelessness through Kulture Bridge. We 
hope to grow our organisation so we can also help women in need. 

Our dream is to one day open a community restaurant where the profits are reinvested into 
helping people who need support. 

What do you miss most about Ethiopia? 

I miss my family and the church community. Before the wars, people in Ethiopia would 
gather at church every morning. It was a wonderful way to stay connected with one another 
and support the community. 

What are some of the main differences between Albany Hills and Ethiopian schools? 

Students at Albany Hills have access to many resources and opportunities. 

In Ethiopia, many students walk up to two hours to get to school and another two hours to 
get home. They often have limited access to books, computers and other learning 
resources. 

Another difference is that students cannot move to the next year level unless they pass 
their assessments and exams. If they do not pass, they repeat the year. This applies from 
primary school right through to Year 12, which means students of different ages can often 
be found in the same class. 

What do you like most about working at Albany Hills? 

The staff are wonderful and it is a very supportive community. The students are respectful 
and friendly. I enjoy being part of such a welcoming school community. 

Zena Bungul 

 

 

Student News…  

ECO MARINES  

On Tuesday 4 August, the AHSS EcoMarine Ambassadors caught an early 
morning ferry from the wharf at Pinkenba and travelled to Tangalooma 
Island with over 20 other schools to learn about sustainability and 
leadership as part of the EcoMarine Ambassador program. We went on a 
sustainability tour of the island and participated in group workshops. We 
learnt about the migration of sea birds and the habitats and environments 
of local wildlife. We also learnt about the importance of correct water 
usage and waste management. My favourite part of the day was the wild 
dolphin feeding and to share this experience with my friends. Overall, it 
was a very educational and enjoyable experience. For any students in Year 
4 who might find this report interesting, I recommend at the end of the 
year, putting your name forward for the opportunity to become an 
EcoMarine Ambassador in 2027. 

By Georgia.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ethiopian-new-year-enkutatash-celebration-tickets-1993641561578?aff=oddtdtcreator


I enjoyed my time at 
Tangalooma very much. My 
Favourite part was doing all the 
activities and going on the ferry 
at night. When we had free 
time, I went swimming but it 
was very cold. Being an 
EcoMarine is very fun and I hope 
the EcoMarines of 2027 enjoy 
being one as much as me.   
 
By Eleanor  

 

My favourite part of when we went to Tangalooma was when we got 
to feed the dolphins. My second favourite part was when we got free 
time in the water. Overall, I loved going to Tangalooma Island 
because as Ecomarine ambassadors we got to learn more about the 
environment and what other schools do to make their school more 
sustainable and a better place for the animals. 

By Genevieve  
 

During my time at Tangalooma island, I learned many new things 
about keeping our environment clean and healthy, I also enjoyed the 
many experiences I had such as feeding dolphins, swimming, and 
more. I am happy to have made all the new friends that I did and am 
glad that these memories I have made will stay with me forever. 

By Amaia 

 

GIRLS SOCCER  
Soccer can be a hard game to play but it is worth it for you and your 
teammates. There are hard teams to face but at the end of the game, 
there will be smiles on people’s faces. There could be injuries, but 
they can be seen as marks of bravery. 

Win or lose, it does not matter, as long if you have fun. For any future 
soccer players, a piece of advice is to always try your hardest! Helping 
your team is better than not trying at all. 

A personal story of mine is recently I competed on the Met North 
Trials for girls’ soccer.  I thought I was no value to the team.  But 
when they encouraged me, I knew they had my back and everyone 
was valuable to the team - even me. 

We won one game by 6 – 0.  I’m sorry to say we lost to Patrick’s Road 
7 –0.  They were tough and very good at passing. 

Albany Hill’s team were amazing, and I had the best time playing with 
them. 

Thank you, Mr Gason for supporting us through Met North trials. 

By Emilia 5AM  
 

AMAZING APTRONYMS  
When was the last time someone had a name that could give you a 
real laugh? If it was anything like meteorologist Sara Blizzard, or 
librarian Ms Read, then the name was probably an aptronym. 
Aptronyms are when people’s names suit their profession, usually in 
a funny way. Another few examples are Dr See, an optometrist, Scott 
Free and Sue Yoo, two lawyers, and Mr Timbers, a woodwork 
teacher. I hope this article has taught you a new grammatical 
function. Thank you for reading! 

Evelyn 5AM  

 

COMBINED BANDS NIGHT  
On Tuesday 18 August our Senior Concert Band performed at the 
Creek2Hills Combined Bands Evening. The other bands included were 
from Albany Creek State School, Eatons Hills State School and Albany 
Creek State High School who also hosted the event. 

During the morning, we practised our two songs that we would 
perform, then we walked down to the high school after 1st break. 
After helping to set up, all the bands combined and practised two 
new songs. 

That night, we returned to the high school where all the bands played 
separately before joining together again to play the two new songs. 

I really enjoyed my time playing with the other bands and more 
experienced musicians. Thanks to all our music teachers who helped 
make this a success. 

Jake 5AM 

 

OLA GAMES  
Have you ever played the big games in the OLA? If not, here is a 
reminder of when you can play and what you need to bring. 

Every week, each year level from 3-6 has a chance to play the big 
games. We all need to remember to play the games safely and 
respectfully and also to bring our hats. Year 3s can play on Monday, 
Year 4s on Tuesday, Year 5s on Wednesday and Year 6s on Thursday. 
Please wait your turn and follow the rules so everyone can have a fun 
lunchtime. 

We hope that you all enjoy the games! 

By Grace and Millie 5AM 

 

HOUSE COLOURS  
Did you know our school house colours are named after famous 
sports men and women? 

Bradman was named after Sir Donald Bradman who was a famous 
cricket player. Donald hit his first century at the age of 12. 

Fraser was named after Dawn Fraser who was a famous swimming 
champion. Dawn held 39 records and won eight Olympic medals for 
Australia. 

Cuthbert was named after the athlete Betty Cuthbert who was a 4 
time Olympic  champion sprinter and was affectionally called the 
‘golden girl’. 

Laver was named after Rod Laver the famous tennis player who was 
one of the greatest and his nickname was “the Rocket”.    

By Violet 5AM



RSPCA FUNDRAISER  

Hi everyone, I’m Ayla from 5KW, and I’m so excited to tell you all 
about an event I recently organised. 

On Saturday 22 August, I hosted a baking fundraiser for the RSPCA at 
Strathpine Sports Centre, where my dad and brother play indoor 
cricket. It was grand final night for their Super League competition.  
RSPCA stands for Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals.  

At my bake sale, I sold lots of different flavoured cupcakes, cookies, 
brownies, teacup biscuits and keychains. All up, I baked 
approximately 120 cupcakes, 130 cookies, 20 brownies and 50 teacup 
biscuits. The teacup biscuits were not popular that night, so I donated 
those to the book week twilight event.  

It was an amazing night overall and got to meet a lot of new people.  
I also got to learn how to use the Square for EFTPOS payments.  
We raised a total of $423 for the RSPCA to help animals in need.  

By Ayla 5KW 

 

ANIMAL ADAPTATIONS  
In science this term, 
Year 5 has been 
learning about animal 
adaptations, mainly 
about structural 
adaptations and 
behavioural 
adaptations. A 
structural adaptation 
is a physical 
characteristic or a 
body part of an 
organism to help it 
survive in the harsh 
environments. 
However, a behavioural adaptation can be instinctual, learned or 
both. A behavioural adaptation can also be what an animal learned 
overtime to survive or keep out of sight from predators. We also did 
a combined lesson with 5NM and 5AM where we learned about bird 
beaks. More specifically the “Darwins Finch”, within the lesson we 
had some experiments. We investigated 3 fascinating beaks. First the 
long slender beak represented by a pair of chopsticks that a 
hummingbird and other beautiful birds have, the long slender beak 
allows the hummingbird to probe deep into flowers for nectar, 
allowing them to access resources that other birds can’t. Secondly, 
the large grasping beak represented by a small wooden clothes peg is 
a crucial tool for birds that rely on hunting and gathering food. The 
beak is designed to be a strong and capable of gripping prey. Lastly, 
the broad scooping beak represented by a small wooden spoon 
serves the purpose of enabling birds to scoop up food from water or 

mud, like the White pelican and spoonbills has the beak to filter fish 
from the water, showing the adaptability and efficiency of how this 
bird evolved in responses to its food source and climate across the 
archipelago known as the Galapagos Islands.  

Catherine and Ava 5NM 

 

COMPOSTING  
Everyday our year five students take care of our school composting 
buckets. Our job involves placing the composting bucket out each 
morning in an eating area, sometimes supervising the buckets at 
break times and cleaning out the buckets daily. 

It is important to make sure you are helping by putting the correct 
food in the composting buckets. The correct food to go into the 
buckets includes fruit scraps, veggie scraps, eggshells and tea bags. 
Everything else like dairy products, plastic wrappers or meat need to 
go in the general waste bins. Don’t forget to put your poppers and 
milk bottles into the containers for change bucket. 

It is important to recycle and compost whenever we can to keep our 
planet healthy. 

Isla 5PH. 

 

 

Community News…  
 


